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Rally Zlín: Kopecký out to wrap up first title 

for the ŠKODA works team with the Fabia R5  
 

› Four races, four wins: comfortable overall lead for ŠKODA works duo 

Kopecký/Dresler in the Czech Rally Championship (MČR) 

› Three successive wins for the ŠKODA Fabia R5 also in the FIA World Rally 

Championship (WRC 2) 

› Rally Zlín: round five of the MČR also forms part of the FIA European Rally 

Championship 

› Michal Hrabánek: “Zlín is one of the highlights of the season” 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 25 August 2015 – The new ŠKODA Fabia R5 possesses genuine 

power: ŠKODA duo Jan Kopecký and Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) have won all four 

rounds of the Czech Rally Championship (MČR) so far in ŠKODA’s new rally car. 

Kopecký/Dresler also got the third win in a row for the ŠKODA Fabia R5 in the 

FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2) at the Rally Germany this past weekend. 

ŠKODA can secure overall victory in the MČR with a race still to come at the 45th 

Barum Czech Rally Zlín (28th to 30th August). This would be the first title for the 

works team with the Fabia R5.  

 

The fifth and penultimate race of the MČR season also forms a round of the FIA European 

Rally Championship (ERC). As such, ŠKODA will face some big names from all over 

Europe at its home rally in Moravia. The result of the Barum Rally is classified with a 

coefficient of 1.5, meaning any points scored in the Czech Republic will be multiplied by 

1.5. Before then, however, the drivers must complete 229.21 kilometres against the 

clock, spread over 15 special stages. 

 

“With its spectacular asphalt routes, thousands of fans and unpredictable weather, the 

Barum Czech Rally Zlín is one of the highlights of the Czech Rally Championship,” said 

ŠKODA Motorsport Director Michal Hrabánek. “We have a chance of winning the Czech 

Rally Championship, and want to produce another top performance with our Fabia R5. 

We are also looking forward to some thrilling battles with many top European drivers.” 

 

With four wins from four starts in the MČR, the Fabia R5 has proven to be a fast, reliable 

and winning car this season. ŠKODA works driver Jan Kopecký tops the overall standings 

in the MČR and holds a big lead over his closest rival Václav Pech (CZ). “We love the 

Barum. We want to win and convert this ‘match point’ to claim our first title with the 

Fabia R5,” said Kopecký. 

 

Crowd favourite Kopecký already has three victories at the Barum Czech Rally Zlín to his 

name. His wins have come in a biennial rhythm: 2009, 2011 and 2013. Were this run to 

continue, the 33-year-old would be set to secure victory number four. 
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Czech Rally Championship (MČR) 

 

Event     Date 

Rally Šumava Klatovy   24.04.–25.04.2015 

Rally Český Krumlov   22.05.–23.05.2015 

Rally Hustopeče   19.06.–20.06.2015 

Rally Bohemia    10.07.–12.07.2015 

Barum Czech Rally Zlín  28.08.–30.08.2015 

Rally Příbram    02.10.–04.10.2015 

 

 
Did you know … 
 

… the iconic Trojak special stage is the longest stage of the rally, at a length of 23.01 

kilometres? The drivers tackle this stage twice on Sunday. After the 4.71-kilometre 

qualifying stage, the Rally officially gets underway on Friday with the traditional city 

stage through the centre of Zlín. The 9.51-kilometre stage will be lined by thousands of 

spectators. 

 

... throughout the history of this iconic rally, there have been two incidences of one car 

winning the rally five times in a row? It goes without saying that both cars were ŠKODAs. 

Between 1976 and 1980, the winner was always at the wheel of a ŠKODA 130 RS. From 

2009 to 2013, the ŠKODA Fabia Super 2000 was the victorious car. Last year, Sepp 

Wiegand (D) finished runner-up in the Fabia Super 2000. 

 

... the Barum Czech Rally Zlín will be held for the 45th time this year? The rally made its 

debut in 1971. The first winner was Czech driver Jan Halmazňa – at the wheel of a 

ŠKODA (the 1100 MB) of course. 

 

… the Barum Czech Rally Zlín was included in the Czechoslovakian Rally Championship 

for the first time in 1972? It also formed part of the Intercontinental Rally Challenge 

(IRC) for many years, and was even spoken of as a potential round of the FIA World 

Rally Championship (WRC) in 2005. Following the merger with the IRC, this year’s rally 

forms part of the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC), as it did in 2013. 

 

… the Barum Czech Rally Zlín was a massive 1200 kilometres long in 1974? This remains 

the longest distance in the history of the rally. For comparison: ‘only’ 229.21 kilometres 

of special stage are scheduled this year. 

 

… the industrial city of Zlín has a population of over 75,000 and is almost 700 years old? 

The oldest written record of Zlín is from 1322. In socialist times, between 1949 and 

1990, the city was called Gottwaldov. 
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For more information: 

Karel Pokorný, Communications Motorsport 

Tel. +420 604 292 191 

Karel.Pokorny1@skoda-auto.cz  

http://www.skoda-auto.com/en/motorsport 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 

 Facebook  YouTube  Twitter 
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ŠKODA at the Barum Czech Rally Zlín 

Jan Kopecký (CZ) and Pavel Dresler (CZ) claimed 

their fourth win in four races in the Czech Rally 

Championship (MČR) at their home event – the Rally 

Bohemia.  

 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

ŠKODA at the Barum Czech Rally Zlín 

Successful ŠKODA duo Kopecký and Dresler are the 

men to beat in the new Fabia R5.  

 

 

 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport Overview 

ŠKODA has been involved in the world of motorsport since 1901. The brand has taken 

home many trophies from the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), FIA European Rally 

Championship (ERC), FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and several famous 

races, such as the oldest rally in the world – the Monte Carlo, which has taken place 

annually since 1911.  

 

The Fabia Super 2000 rally car is the most successful model in ŠKODA’s 114-year history 

in motorsport. In 2014, ŠKODA won a hat-trick of titles in the Manufacturers’ and 

Drivers’ competitions in the APRC. The new reigning champions Jan Kopecký/Pavel 
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Dresler (CZ/CZ) achieved the momentous feat of becoming the first duo in history to win 

the Drivers’ title in the ERC and then the APRC in consecutive years.  

 

In the ERC, ŠKODA Motorsport took the title for the third time in a row in 2014, thanks 

to Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN) with the ŠKODA Fabia Super 2000. Before 

Lappi, the Finn Juho Hänninen (2012) and Jan Kopecký (2013) had won the European 

title with the ŠKODA Fabia Super 2000.  

 

Between 2009 and 2014, ŠKODA Fabia Super 2000 drivers won nearly 50 national and 

international titles. 

 

The International Automobile Federation FIA approved ŠKODA’s new rally car - the Fabia 

R5 on 1 April, 2015. The new rally car was presented to the International Press in the 

Czech Republic on 15 April. The ŠKODA Fabia R5 celebrated its competitive début at the 

Šumava Rally, Czech Republic in 2015. 
 
ŠKODA AUTO 
› is one of the longest-established vehicle production companies in the world. In 1895, the Czech 

headquarters in Mladá Boleslav began producing bicycles, followed by the production of motorbikes and 
cars. 

› currently offers the following models in the range: Citigo, Fabia, Roomster, Rapid, Octavia, Yeti and 
Superb. 

› in 2014 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide for the first time in a single year. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

automotive groups in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and 
develops vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 25,900 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
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