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ŠKODA celebrates podium positions at the  

Rally Sweden 
 

› ŠKODA works duo Pontus Tidemand/Jonas Andersson (S/S) celebrate second 

place at home rally 

› Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN) make it onto the winner’s podium in 

third place after splendid catch-up 

› Michal Hrabánek: “The ŠKODA Fabia R5 is one of the most competitive cars in 

the WRC 2 category, even on ice and snow” 

 

Karlstad, 14th February 2016 – ŠKODA Motorsport started their 2016 season 

with podium positions at the Rally Sweden. At the second event of the FIA 

World Rally Championship (WRC 2), works driver Pontus Tidemand (S), whose 

home rally was the first ever rally he contested with his new co-driver Jonas 

Andersson (S), finished in second place in the WRC 2 classification. Their team-

mates Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN), who temporarily dropped down 

into eleventh place after making a driving error on Friday, also made it onto the 

podium in third place after a flawless performance on Saturday and Sunday. 

 

“On the drastically reduced route, our drivers showed that the ŠKODA Fabia R5 is one of 

the most competitive rally cars in the WRC 2 category, even on ice and snow,” said 

ŠKODA Motorsport Director Michal Hrabánek. “Unfortunately it wasn’t quite enough to 

get the win overall, but the seven stage best times proved that our team is always 

capable of driving for wins. That gives us all the more motivation to push even harder at 

our upcoming appearances in the WRC.” 

 

Since only the power stage was held on Sunday, local hero Tidemand only had 

15.87 kilometres to reduce his deficit of 17.9 seconds to leader Elfyn Evans (GB). “We 

tried everything, but unfortunately there was no way of closing the gap on just one 

stage,” said Tidemand, who trailed by 14.7 seconds at the end of the rally. 

“Nevertheless, I am happy with second place – that is my best result at my home rally to 

date. It was also my debut rally with my new co-driver Jonas Andersson. We worked in 

fantastic harmony right from the word go, and I am really looking forward to the coming 

rallies with him. Congratulations to Elfyn Evans, he earned the win with a fantastic 

performance.” 

 

Team-mate Lappi delivered an impressive performance on the closing power stage on 

Sunday, on which he not only got the best time in the WRC 2 category, but in the final 

metres also overtook Anders Grøndal (N), who was in third place in the overall standings 

until that point. “The best time on this very short final day gave me some satisfaction,” 

said Lappi, who trailed Grøndal by 8.7 seconds going into the final stage. “Finishing third 

after all is a fantastic feeling. Congratulations to the entire ŠKODA Motorsport team, who 

once again provided us with a very fast and reliable car.” 

https://media.skoda-auto.com/en/Pages/SKODA-Media-Services.aspx
http://media.skoda-auto.com/


 

ŠKODA Media Services:  

http://media.skoda-auto.com, media@skoda-auto.cz 

ŠKODA AUTO a.s., Tř. V. Klementa 869,  

293 60 Mladá Boleslav, Czech Republic 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport Press Release, Page 2 of 4 

 

 

The Rally Sweden has been held on ice and snow in winter regularly since 1965, before 

then it was held as a summer event, known as the “Rally to the Midnight Sun”. It wasn’t 

quite as warm in the rally base of Karlstad this year as it was when the rally first started, 

but mild, almost spring like weather at the start of the week meant that the organisers 

were forced to cancel a total of nine of the 21 special stages scheduled. Instead of icy 

and snow-covered tracks, the organisers found partially sodden gravel roads on which it 

would have been too dangerous to drive with the studded tyres delivered specially for the 

Rally Sweden. The rally route ended up being reduced from 331.21 to 226.48 classified 

kilometres, which meant that the 2016 Rally Sweden was the shortest WRC event ever. 

 

 

 

Final classifications Rally Sweden (WRC 2): 

 

1. Evans/Parry (GB/GB)  Ford Fiesta R5   2h 5m 4.4s 

2. Tidemand/Andersson (S/S)  ŠKODA Fabia R5  + 14.7s 

3. Lappi/Ferm (FIN/FIN)  ŠKODA Fabia R5  + 1m 50.9s 

4. Grøndal/Walfridsson (N/S)  Ford Fiesta R5   + 1m 53.0s 

5. Brynildsen/Fredriksson (N/S) Ford Fiesta R5   + 2m 30.5s 

 

 

 
The number of the Rally Sweden: 7 

 

At the Rally Sweden, reduced from its original number of 21 special stages to just twelve, 

the ŠKODA Motorsport drivers won a total of seven stages. Pontus Tidemand was fastest 

on the special stages Torsby 2, Vargåsen 1 and Karlstad 2. Esapekka Lappi won the 

sections Svullrya 2, Rämmen 2, Vargåsen 2, as well as the closing power stage 

Värmullsåsen 2. This saw the most stage best times in the WRC 2 category at the winter 

rally through Sweden and Norway go to the ŠKODA Fabia R5. 

 

 

 

For more information: 

David Haidinger, Communications Motorsport 

Ph. +420 604 292 188 

david.haidinger@skoda-auto.cz  

http://skoda-motorsport.com 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 

 Facebook  YouTube  Twitter 
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ŠKODA at the Rally Sweden 

Pontus Tidemand (S) and Jonas Andersson (S) flew 

into second place at their home rally. 

 

 

 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

  

 

ŠKODA at the Rally Sweden 

Esapekka Lappi (FIN) and Janne Ferm (FIN) won four 

special stages in WRC 2 in Sweden. 

 

 

 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport Overview: 

ŠKODA has been on the motorsport scene since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, 

ŠKODA has celebrated victories and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights 

include numerous title wins in the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC), the FIA Asia-

Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), as well 

as the victory in the European Touring Car Championship in 1981. ŠKODA teams have 

also triumphed in the world’s oldest and most famous rally, taking several class victories 

in the legendary Monte Carlo, which was first held in 1911. 

 

In 2015, ŠKODA celebrated four victories in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2) 

with their new ŠKODA Fabia R5 rally car. The high-tech 4x4 was homologated by the 

International Automobile Federation FIA on 1 April 2015. In the ŠKODA Fabia R5’s very 

first season, factory duo Pontus Tidemand/Emil Axelsson (S/S) secured the fourth APRC 

title in a row for ŠKODA. In addition, the brand claimed five national titles with their new 

winning model. 

 

ŠKODA’s new Fabia R5 proudly continues the brand’s long tradition in motorsport. Its 

predecessor, the Fabia Super 2000, was the most successful model in ŠKODA’s 115-year 

motorsport history. With the 4x4 from Mladá Boleslav, factory duo Jan Kopecký/Pavel 

https://media.skoda-auto.com/en/Pages/SKODA-Media-Services.aspx
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Dresler (CZ/CZ) achieved the historic feat of becoming the first duo in history to win the 

drivers’ title in the ERC and the APRC in consecutive years. Between 2009 and 2014, 

ŠKODA Fabia Super 2000 drivers won a total of 50 national and international titles 

around the world. 

 

In 2016, the factory teams Pontus Tidem and/Jonas Andersson (S/S), Jan Kopecký/Pavel 

Dresler and Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (F/F) are competing with the ŠKODA Fabia R5 in 

the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2). 
 
 
ŠKODA AUTO 
› is one of the longest-established vehicle production companies in the world. In 1895, the Czech 

headquarters in Mladá Boleslav began producing bicycles, followed by the production of motorbikes and 
cars.  

› currently offers the following models in the range: Citigo, Fabia, Rapid, Octavia, Yeti and Superb.  
› delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide in 2015. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

automotive groups in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and 
develops vehicles, as well as components such as engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic. It also produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India, 
mainly through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners.  

› employs about 25,900 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
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