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‘Trainee Car’ with fun factor: The Pickup ŠKODA 

FUNstar 
 

› 23 ŠKODA trainees build sassy pickup based on the ŠKODA Fabia  

› Vehicle project in close cooperation with the ŠKODA Design department and 

ŠKODA Production  

› Premiere at the 34th GTI Meeting at Wörthersee in mid-May 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 30 April 2015 – The new dream car of 23 trainees from the 

ŠKODA AUTO Vocational School: the sassy Pickup ŠKODA FUNstar. The fun 

vehicle concept, based on the new ŠKODA Fabia, is the result of ŠKODA’s 

‘trainee car’ project, which was run for the first time last year. The ŠKODA 

FUNstar will be celebrating its public debut at the 34th GTI Meeting at 

Wörthersee from 13 to 16 May 2015. 

 

The 2 young women and 21 young men have been tinkering on their very own vehicle 

project since November 2014.  Developing ideas and discussing possible solutions, 

drawing, designing and above all, they have built a very special, a unique car. 

Inventiveness and flexibility are just as important as pragmatism and implementation 

skills. The trainees have been supported in their work by ŠKODA chief designer Jozef 

Kabaň and ŠKODA AUTO Production Director Michael Oeljeklaus. The new 'Trainee Car' is 

almost ready; the premiere takes place at the legendary GTI Meeting at Wörthersee in 

mid-May. 

 

This is the second year in a row that the Czech manufacturer has given selected trainees 

the opportunity to create their dream car. The company’s goal with this programme is to 

promote and strengthen the vocational students’ creativity and expertise. “After the 

excellent results of the ŠKODA Trainee Car premiere last year, it was clear that we would 

continue the project,” says ŠKODA HR Director Bohdan Wojnar. “We are once again 

delighted with our students’ creative ideas and their goal-oriented implementation. We 

would like to thank everyone who has supported the project, especially the teachers at 

the ŠKODA AUTO Vocational School. The ŠKODA FUNstar is a great concept car that is 

going to surprise and inspire visitors at the GTI Meeting.”  

 

The ŠKODA FUNstar is a sassy pickup based on the new ŠKODA Fabia – cheeky, fresh 

and surprising. This is a bright, sharp pickup with a real fun factor, not only in name. The 

ŠKODA FUNstar stands out with its metallic colours steel-grey and moon-white. The sills, 

grille surround and the rear spoiler form a striking contrast in reflex-green. One special 

feature is the LED lights mounted below the sidebars. The duel-lens headlights also 

feature LED technology, with green LED light strips serving as daytime running lights. 

LEDs are also used in the rear lights.  

 

“Through this project, our apprentices have really shown what they are capable of,” says 

ŠKODA Production Board member Michael Oeljeklaus whose department has taken the 
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junior employees under their wing in production technology. “The project has been great 

fun. The students have really got on board with the task, showing great zeal and 

developing their expertise.” 

 

The ŠKODA FUNstar drives up on 18-inch ‘Gemini’ alloys from the Octavia RS. The engine 

is a 1.2 TSI petrol with 90 kW. The transmission features a modern seven-speed dual-

clutch gearbox. The sporty look continues in the interior. Individual elements are also 

finished in the colours steel-grey and moon-white. It goes without saying that the 

students used one of the best sports steering wheels ŠKODA has to offer, and the 1400-

Watt sound system offers a fantastic music experience.   

 

The ‘Trainee Car’ project once again demonstrates the high quality of ŠKODA’s vocational 

training, and the importance of combining theoretical education with practical experience.  

The ŠKODA Vocational School offers young adults three- or four-year training 

programmes in technical subjects. The students graduate with an apprenticeship diploma 

or NVQ level 3 respectively. There are currently 13 training courses, on which 880 full-

time trainees are enrolled. 12.5% of these apprentices are young women. In addition, 65 

current employees are supplementing their qualifications at a post-graduate level. The 

ŠKODA Vocational School in Mladá Boleslav was established in 1927. Since then, almost 

22,000 students have completed their training there.  

 

Training young people is a key part of the Czech car manufacturer’s social responsibility. 

The training is free; moreover, students are paid for their work during their apprentices. 

After successfully completing the training, ŠKODA offers all graduates a permanent job.  

 

 

For more information: 

Bernd Abel, David Haidinger, 

Head of Product Communications Product Communications 

T +420 326 811 731  T +420 326 811 737 

bernd.abel@skoda-auto.cz david.haidinger@skoda-auto.cz 
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public debut at the 34th GTI Meeting at Wörthersee 
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ŠKODA FUNstar 

The fun vehicle concept, based on the new ŠKODA 

Fabia, is the result of ŠKODA’s ‘trainee car’ project, 

which was run for the first time last year.  
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ŠKODA FUNstar 

The ŠKODA FUNstar drives up on 18-inch ‘Gemini’ 

alloys from the Octavia RS.  
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ŠKODA FUNstar 

The ŠKODA FUNstar is a sassy pickup based on the new 

ŠKODA Fabia – cheeky, fresh and surprising.  
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ŠKODA AUTO  
› is one of the longest-established vehicle production companies in the world. In 1895, the Czech 

headquarters in Mladá Boleslav began producing bicycles, followed by the production of motorbikes and 
cars. 

› currently has seven passenger car models: Citigo, Fabia, Roomster/Praktik, Rapid, Octavia, Yeti and 
Superb.  

› in 2014 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide for the first time in a single year. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

automotive groups in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and 
develops vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 25,900 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
 

https://media.skoda-auto.com/en/Pages/SKODA-Media-Services.aspx
http://media.skoda-auto.com/
https://media.skoda-auto.com/Pictures/Concepts/%C5%A0KODA_FUNstar_HALFFRONT.jpg
https://media.skoda-auto.com/Pictures/Concepts/%C5%A0KODA_FUNstar_SIDE.jpg
https://media.skoda-auto.com/Pictures/Concepts/%C5%A0KODA_FUNstar_HALFBACK.jpg
https://media.skoda-auto.com/Pictures/Concepts/%C5%A0KODA_FUNstar_HALFFRONT.jpg
https://media.skoda-auto.com/Pictures/Concepts/%C5%A0KODA_FUNstar_SIDE.jpg
https://media.skoda-auto.com/Pictures/Concepts/%C5%A0KODA_FUNstar_HALFBACK.jpg

