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Prof. Dr. Winfried Vahland leaves 

Volkswagen Group 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 14 October 2015 – After 25 years of successful work in 

Volkswagen Group, most recently as Chairman of ŠKODA, Prof. Dr. Winfried 

Vahland is leaving the company at his own request. Prof. Vahland will therefore 

not be taking up the position of overall responsibility for the North American 

Region (NAR). Differing views on the organisation of the new Group region have 

led to this decision; this decision is expressly not related to current events on 

the issue of diesel engines. 

 

Prof. Vahland began his work in Volkswagen Group in 1990. After holding several key 

positions at home and abroad, he took over Group responsibility as President and CEO of 

Volkswagen in China in 2005 and contributed significantly to the successful new direction 

of Volkswagen in China. He was appointed Chairman of the Board of Management of 

ŠKODA in 2010. Under his leadership, ŠKODA implemented the largest growth and model 

campaign in the brand’s history and positioned ŠKODA sustainably as a successful 

international high-volume brand. 

 

The CEO of Volkswagen Group, Matthias Müller emphasised: “In the last 25 years, Prof. 

Vahland made a great contribution to the company. We respect his decision and thank 

him for his exceptional performance.” 

 

Further information: 

Peik von Bestenbostel, Head of Communications  

T +420 326 811 880  

peik.von.bestenbostel@skoda-auto.cz 
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ŠKODA AUTO 
› is one of the longest-established vehicle production companies in the world. In 1895, the Czech 

headquarters in Mladá Boleslav began producing bicycles, followed by the production of motorbikes and 
cars. 

› currently offers the following models in the range: Citigo, Fabia, Roomster, Rapid, Octavia, Yeti and 
Superb. 

› in 2014 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide for the first time in a single year. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

automotive groups in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and 
develops vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 25,900 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
 

https://media.skoda-auto.com/en/Pages/SKODA-Media-Services.aspx
http://media.skoda-auto.com/

