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Town on island off the coast of Alaska renamed: 

‘Kodiak’ became ‘Kodiaq’ for one day 
 

› Start of communications of the new ŠKODA Kodiaq - the town of Kodiak was 

renamed Kodiaq for one day 

› Connected by a name: the new ŠKODA Kodiaq and the Alaskan island of 

Kodiak 

› Roots: the altered spelling evokes the language of the native people 

› A thank you to the town: the authorities and residents took part in the 

campaign and pasted over town signs, cars and advertising boards 

› Film crew documented the campaign and interviewed the residents 

 

Mladá Boleslav/Kodiaq, 9 May 2016 – The town of Kodiak, situated on the 

Alaskan island of the same name, changed its name for the new large ŠKODA 

SUV: last Friday, the town name of KODIA‘K’ changed to KODIA‘Q’. As part of its 

global marketing campaign, the Czech car manufacturer delved into the roots of 

the name and documented the connection between its new ŠKODA Kodiaq SUV, 

the island off the southern coast of Alaska and the bears who live on it. 

 

A large and powerful SUV with a protective nature, a strong sense of family and a high 

degree of outdoor expertise – what should the new model from ŠKODA, which debuts in 

the second half of the year, be called? There has been a lot of speculation – now it is 

official. The new SUV from the Czech Republic receives a name which is strong like a 

bear: Kodiaq. In the language of the native people, this is not only the name of their 

Alaskan island, but also the world’s largest brown bear. 

 

The Kodiak bear population, which numbers approximately 3,500, lives on Kodiak Island 

off the southern coast of Alaska. From Europe, it takes about ten hours to fly to the 

state’s largest city, Anchorage, and from there it is another 650 km to the island in the 

Gulf of Alaska. Kodiak Island is roughly the size of Corsica and the Kodiak National 

Wildlife Refuge, home of the famous bears, covers most of the island. The island is a 

paradise of outstanding beauty – rugged mountains, narrow fjords, hidden lakes and 

huge forests shape the landscape. This creates the ideal terrain for an SUV such as the 

new ŠKODA Kodiaq – here it can proves its qualities, power and suitability for daily use 

under the harshest of conditions. 

 

ŠKODA has extensively researched life on Kodiak Island and the language of the native 

people, the Alutiiq. They call the Kodiak bear Taq uka 'aq – the letter ‘q’ at the end is 

typical for the names of animals. ŠKODA has adopted the letter for the new SUV’s model 

name, thereby demonstrating its respect for the language of the Alutiiq. At the same 

time, the ‘q’ creates a very unique and distinctive name. 
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The Alaskan island’s authorities supported ŠKODA’s extensive marketing campaign. For 

the ŠKODA Kodiaq communications launch, they generously gave the go-ahead for an 

unusual event – last Friday, numerous residents changed and pasted over names on 

street signs, police cars, fire engines, fishing boats and advertising boards. Even on the 

town’s official homepage, the ‘k’ changed to a ‘q’ to celebrate this unusual name day. A 

ŠKODA film crew has documented the renaming and recorded the humour and 

enthusiasm of the town’s population who took part – from the mayor and the sheriff to 

the lumberjack. 

 

 

Further information: 

Silke Rosskothen   Ann Harder 

Head of Product Communications   Product Communications 

T +420 326 811 731  T +420 326 811 769 

silke.rosskothen@skoda-auto.cz  ann.harder@skoda-auto.cz 
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Town on island off the coast of Alaska renamed: 

‘Kodiak’ became ‘Kodiaq’ for one day 

The authorities and residents took part in the 

campaign and pasted over town signs, cars and 

advertising boards. 
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Town on island off the coast of Alaska renamed: 

‘Kodiak’ became ‘Kodiaq’ for one day 

Film crew documented the campaign and 

interviewed the residents. 
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ŠKODA AUTO 
› is one of the longest-established vehicle production companies in the world. In 1895, the Czech 

headquarters in Mladá Boleslav began producing bicycles, followed by the production of motorbikes and 
cars. 

› currently offers the following models in the range: Citigo, Fabia, Rapid, Octavia, Yeti and Superb. 
› in 2015 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

automotive groups in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and 
develops vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 26,600 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
 

https://media.skoda-auto.com/en/Pages/SKODA-Media-Services.aspx
http://media.skoda-auto.com/
https://media.skoda-auto.com/Videos/Aplus_2016_ON_ENG_Alaska_4.06_preview.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/embed/k7IBAd7dTok

