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Triumph at the “Monte”: Mikkelsen sets  

milestone in ŠKODA success story  
 
› Despite ice and snow: In their first start in the ŠKODA FABIA R5, Andreas 

Mikkelsen/Anders Jæger win the most famous race in the FIA World Rally 

Championship (WRC 2) 

› A team triumph: Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler complete the one-two victory for 

ŠKODA Motorsport in the WRC 2 at the 85th Rally Monte Carlo - convincing 

performance with top times from Pontus Tidemand/Jonas Andersson 

› Perfect anniversary: 40 years after the ŠKODA 130 RS won in the same location  

› Michal Hrabánek: “One of the high points in our 116 years of motorsport history” 

 
Monte Carlo, 22 January 2017 – A day of celebration in the Principality of 

Monaco: Andreas Mikkelsen has set a milestone in the ŠKODA Motorsport 

success story. Starting in the ŠKODA FABIA R5 for the first time, the Norwegian 

rally star triumphed with navigator Anders Jæger (N) in the WRC 2 standings at 

the 85th Rally Monte Carlo. Team-mates Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) 

completed the one-two victory for ŠKODA at the oldest and most prestigious 

race in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2). 40 years previously, Václav 

Blahna (CZ) and his co-driver Lubislav Hlávka (CZ) had driven the ŠKODA 130 

RS to victory in the 1,300cc class at the same location.  

 

“This one-two victory at the Rally Monte Carlo is one of the high points in our 116 years 

of motorsport history. The ‘Monte’ is the most famous rally in the world and it is really 

special to win here. Respect to Andreas Mikkelsen and Anders Jæger, who showed their 

class and outstanding speed under the most difficult of conditions,” commented Michal 

Hrabánek. The ŠKODA Motorsport Director praised the performance of the whole team: 

“The whole team did an outstanding job, from the mechanics and engineers to our two 

works duos with Jan Kopecký and Pavel Dresler, as well as Pontus Tidemand and Jonas 

Andersson. Of course, this is the best possible start to the new rally year 2017.” 

 

And it was the perfect way to celebrate ŠKODA’s triumph at the “Monte” four decades 

ago. The three FABIA R5s of the works teams commemorated the 1977 success with a 

special blue and red striped livery. The thousands of fans loved the spectacular new look 

but were also delighted by the performance of the turbo 4x4 from ŠKODA. As it had been 

throughout the rally year 2016, the FABIA R5 was the best car in its class. Under 

extremely difficult conditions - icy stretches were interspersed with soft snow and clean 

asphalt on the Alpine switchbacks - ŠKODA driver Andreas Mikkelsen moved straight into 

the lead with the best time on the first timed special stage on Thursday. The 27-year-old 

Norwegian extended his lead with outstanding best times and was able to celebrate a 

dominant win on Sunday after 350 kilometres. Mikkelsen/ Jæger claimed victory 3:25.4 

minutes ahead of their team-mates Kopecký/Dresler. 
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“ŠKODA opened the door to the big rally world for me and it is a special feeling for me to 

return with this triumph. Thanks to the whole team. I am happy to give ŠKODA this 

success at the legendary ‘Monte’. The ŠKODA FABIA R5 is a good rally car and I am 

satisfied with our performance,” commented Mikkelsen, who also successfully completed 

the legendary climb on the Col de Turini on Sunday, in heavy snowfall at over 1600 

metres. He secured four team world championship titles with Volkswagen Motorsport, 

having already won the Intercontinental Rally Challenge in the ŠKODA FABIA SUPER 

2000 in 2011 and 2012. He has now recorded his first class win in the FABIA R5 at the 

Rally Monte Carlo, celebrating at the awards ceremony on the “Place du Palais Princier”. 

 

Jan Kopecký was almost as delighted: “It is great for ŠKODA to head home with a one-

two victory at the Rally Monte Carlo.” The other ŠKODA works driver Pontus Tidemand 

(S) was not competing for WRC 2 points at his first “Monte” but he and co-driver Jonas 

Andersson (S) emphasised their ability by finishing eleventh in the overall standings. 

Tidemand/Andersson will be battling for WRC 2 points at their home World Championship 

rally in Sweden from 9th to 12th February: “It is no secret that we want to challenge for 

the WRC 2 title.” Last year, the ŠKODA Motorsport works team of Esapekka Lappi/Janne 

Ferm (FIN/FIN) won the WRC 2 title in the drivers’ and co-drivers’ competitions for the 

first time. The rally year 2017 has begun with another historic triumph. 

 

 

Final standings at the Rally Monte Carlo (WRC 2): 

 

1. Mikkelsen/Jæger (N/N)  ŠKODA FABIA R5  2:11:15,4 hrs 

2. Kopecký/Dresler (CZ/CZ)  ŠKODA FABIA R5  + 3:25,4 min 

3. Bouffier/Giraudet (F/F)  Ford Fiesta R5   + 6:36,7 min 

4. Camilli/Veillas (F/F)   Ford Fiesta R5   + 9:55,8 min 

5. Gilbert/Jamoul (F/B)   Ford Fiesta R5   + 11:36,8 min 
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The number of the Rally Monte Carlo: 13 

 

The ŠKODA FABIA R5 was the outstanding car in its class at the Rally Monte Carlo. The 

turbo 4x4 from the Czech Republic recorded the best time on 13 out of 15 timed special 

stages in the WRC 2 standings. Ten of these best times were driven by Andreas 

Mikkelsen, while team-mate Jan Kopecký was fastest on three occasions. 

 

 

2017 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2) 

 

Event    Date     

Rally Monte Carlo  19.01.–22.01.2017 

Rally Sweden   09.02.–12.02.2017 

Rally Mexico   09.03.–12.03.2017 

Rally France   06.04.–09.04.2017 

Rally Argentina   27.04.–30.04.2017 

Rally Portugal   18.05.–21.05.2017 

Rally Italy   08.06.–11.06.2017 

Rally Poland   29.06.–02.07.2017 

Rally Finland   27.07.–30.07.2017 

Rally Germany   17.08.–20.08.2017 

Rally Spain   05.10.–08.10.2017 

Rally Great Britain  26.10.–29.10.2017 

Rally Australia   16.11.–19.11.2017 

 

For more information: 

Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport 

T +420 605 293 168 

zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz 

http://skoda-motorsport.com 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 

 Facebook  YouTube  Twitter      Instagram 
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Media images:  

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport at the Rally Monte 

Carlo  

World Championship stars Andreas Mikkelsen 

and Anders Jæger triumphed at the first 

attempt in the ŠKODA FABIA R5. 

 

 

 

Download                        Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport at the Rally Monte 

Carlo  

Andreas Mikkelsen was the focus of fans’ 

interest. 

 

 

 

 

Download                        Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport at the Rally Monte 

Carlo 

Czech champions Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler 

completed the one-two victory at the 

legendary rally. 

 

 

 

Download                        Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport at the Rally Monte 

Carlo  

The second ŠKODA works driver Pontus 

Tidemand displayed potential at his first 

“Monte” and will be on the attack again on 

home soil with co-driver Jonas Andersson at 

the next WRC 2 rally in Sweden. 

 

Download                        Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
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ŠKODA Motorsport Overview: 
ŠKODA has been successful on the motorsport scene since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, ŠKODA 
has celebrated victories and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights include winning the title in 
the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2) for the first time in 2016, numerous title wins in the FIA 
European Rally Championship (ERC), the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), as well as the victory in the European Touring Car Championship in 
1981. ŠKODA teams have also triumphed in the world’s oldest and most famous rally, taking several class 
victories in the legendary Monte Carlo, which was first held in 1911. 
 
2016 was one of the most successful years in the 116-year history of ŠKODA Motorsport. In the FIA World 
Rally Championship (WRC 2), Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN) won the title for the Czech car maker 
for the first time. In total, ten of the 2016 season’s races in the World Rally Championship were won by a 
ŠKODA FABIA R5. ŠKODA drivers Gustavo Saba (PY) and Gaurav Gill (IND) also won the continental 
championships in South America and the Asia-Pacific region at the wheel of the successful ŠKODA FABIA 
R5. Nasser Al-Attiyah (Q) was unbeatable in the Middle East Rally Championship (MERC), while a further 
ten national titles also went the way of ŠKODA drivers.  
 
The ŠKODA FABIA R5, a high-tech 4x4, was homologated by the International Automobile Federation FIA 
on 1 April 2015. ŠKODA’s new FABIA R5 is successfully continuing the long tradition of ŠKODA Motorsport. 
Its predecessor, the FABIA SUPER 2000, won 50 national and international titles around the world. In 
2017, works duos Pontus Tidemand/Jonas Andersson (S/S) and Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) will 
contest selected races in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2). Kopecký/Dresler will also compete in 
the Czech Rally Championship (MČR), where they will be looking to claim a third title in a row. 

 
ŠKODA AUTO  
› is one of the longest-established vehicle manufacturers in the world. The company was founded 

in 1895 – during the pioneering days of the automobile. Today, the company’s headquarters remain in 
Mladá Boleslav. 

› currently offers the following models in the range: CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, OCTAVIA, YETI, KODIAQ and 
SUPERB. 

› in 2016 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

vehicle manufacturers in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures 
and develops vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 26,600 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
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