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SKODA AUTO welcomes future agreement and
action plan for Czech automotive industry

» Czech government and Automobile Association AutoSAP plan to sustainably promote the
competitiveness of the Czech car industry

> SKODA AUTO CEO Bernhard Maier signs declaration supporting the successful
implementation of the commitments contained in the memorandum and action plan

» The principles of the future agreement and action plan were sketched in February 2017
during the colloquium at SKODA AUTO’s headquarters in Mlada Boleslav

Mlada Boleslav, 11 October 2017 — The Czech government and the Association of the Czech
Automobile Industry AutoSAP have signed a memorandum, outlining measures to
strengthen the future viability of the Czech automotive industry. The central topics of the
agreement include electromobility, autonomous driving and digitisation. These three main
themes are defined as the key areas of action in SKODA’s Strategy 2025. As a member of the
industry association AutoSAP, SKODA AUTO has played an active role in both the future
agreement for the Czech automotive industry and the development of the action plan. For
this reason, SKODA AUTO CEO, Bernhard Maier, has signed a declaration to support the
successful implementation of the commitments contained in the Memorandum and the
action plan.

SKODA AUTO CEO Bernhard Maier welcomes the future agreement for the domestic automotive
industry: “With this future agreement, we are sending out a clear signal that we are working towards
future mobility solutions. Together, politics, the Automobile Association and the economy are
creating the prerequisites for the successful future of the Czech automotive industry with the
promotion of digitalisation, electric cars, charging infrastructure and testing autonomous vehicles
under real conditions. “

In its Strategy 2025, SKODA AUTO has defined the areas of electromobility, autonomous driving
and digitalisation as critical areas of action for the coming years. As a member of the Association of
the Czech Automobile Industry AutoSAP, SKODA played an active role in shaping the future
agreement and action plan alongside other companies and institutions, thereby setting the course
for sustainable individual mobility.

In February, the automotive manufacturer had hosted a colloquium with the AutoSAP Industry
Association at the company’s headquarters in Mlada Boleslav. Many high-ranking representatives
from politics, business and the trade union discussed pressing issues and opportunities for the local
automotive industry. The Memorandum of Understanding signed today follows on from the
resolutions and discussions at this colloquium. The future agreement is now being implemented:
The agreement includes an action plan, comprising 25 measures on the key topics of electric
mobility, autonomous driving and digitisation, as well as cross-cutting issues such as the promotion
of education, research and science.

These new business areas offer great potential for the Czech automotive industry. To fully exploit
them and successfully cope with the imminent transformation processes, specific measures were
agreed: Autonomous driving will be supported through targeted funding for research and
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development. The action plan also makes provisions for testing the autonomous vehicles under real
conditions on test tracks. In addition, the Czech government and industry association AutoSAP
have agreed on the rapid development of electromobility and the promotion and development of
alternative drive systems. These include the establishment of a charging infrastructure for electric
cars in the country. The area of digitisation will also be promoted. The goal is, among other things,
to ensure high-speed Internet connections along roads.

The three central themes (electromobility, autonomous driving and digitisation), which shall ensure
the long-term success of the automotive industry in the Czech Republic and secure long-term
employment in the automotive sector, are to be continuously developed. The interim results of the
measures laid down in the Action Plan will be evaluated at the end of 2018.

The automotive industry is an important pillar of the Czech economy. It contributes nine percent to
the gross national product of the country and is one of the most important employers with more
than 400,000 direct employees — and rising. There are also hundreds of thousands of jobs in the
supplier industry. The automobile sector accounted for 25 percent of all Czech exports. SKODA
produced around two-thirds of all cars built in the Czech Republic this year. The traditional brand is
the largest car manufacturer in the country and active in more than 100 markets worldwide.

For more information:

Toméas Kotera Zdené&k Stépanek

Head of Corporate Communications Spokesperson for Sales, Finance and Business
T +420 326 811 773 T +420 326 811 771
tomas.kotera@skoda-auto.cz zdenek.stepanek3@skoda-auto.cz
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SKODA AUTO welcomes future agreement and action
plan for Czech automotive industry

Czech Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka (right) and
AutoSAP President Bohdan Wojnar at the signing of the
future agreement, for which SKODA AUTO provided
considerable impetus.
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SKODA welcomes future agreement and action plan
for domestic car industry between Czech government
and AutoSAP

Czech Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka (right) and
AutoSAP President Bohdan Wojnar plan to sustainably
promote the competitiveness of the Czech car industry.
The central topics of the agreement include electromobility,
autonomous driving and digitisation.
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SKODA AUTO

» is one of the longest-established vehicle manufacturers in the world. The company was founded in 1895 — during the
pioneering days of the automobile. Today, the company’s headquarters remain in Mlada Boleslav.

» currently offers the following models in the range: CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, OCTAVIA, KAROQ, KODIAQ and
SUPERB.

> in 2016 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide.

> has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle
manufacturers in the world. SKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and develops
vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.

> operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia, Algeria and India mainly
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners.

> employs over 30,000 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets.
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