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Rally Monte-Carlo: Kalle Rovanperä fought back 
after mishap and collected championship points 
 
› Driving a ŠKODA FABIA R5, Kalle Rovanperä and co-driver Jonne Halttunen fought back 

from last and collected valuable championship points for the new WRC 2 Pro category 
› Ice and snow challenged the 84 crews competing in the opening round of the FIA World 

Rally Championship 2019 at Rally Monte-Carlo 
› ŠKODA Motorsport boss Michal Hrabánek: “Kalle and Jonne proved a great moral. The 

points they collected could make the difference for them at the end of the season!”  
 
Monte-Carlo, 27 January 2019 – Giving up was never an option for Kalle Rovanperä and 
Jonne Halttunen at the opening round of the FIA World Rally Championship 2019, the Rally 
Monte-Carlo (24/01/–27/01/2019). After they dropped down to last position overall due to an 
accident during the first stage, they started a race to catch up and finished at the end 11th 
among the R5 cars and got valuable championship points for the second place in the new 
WRC 2 Pro category. 
 
It was a cold and icy night when on Thursday the crews headed out from the city centre of Gap to 
the first special stage in the French Alps. Finnish youngster Kalle Rovanperä and co-driver Jonne 
Halttunen got caught during the very first special stage. The ŠKODA FABIA R5 slid off the road into 
a ditch and even hit the car of Teemu Suninen, who had stranded in exactly the same place before. 
In the pitch-dark night, Kalle and Jonne had to carry out emergency repairs including replacement 
of two broken wheels. Due to a time loss of more than twelve minutes, they dropped down to last 
position on the leader board. After that, they had to drive another stage, but finally reached, thanks 
to the robustness of their ŠKODA FABIA R5, the service halt in Gap, where the mechanics repaired 
the car. “What a shame, but no excuses, it was my mistake,” confessed Kalle Rovanperä.  
 
But giving up was not an option for the two Finns. On Friday morning, Kalle Rovanperä started a 
race to catch up. From there on, his mission was to bring the ŠKODA FABIA R5, which by now was 
again in a perfect condition, to the finish line in Monte-Carlo to collect championship points for the 
new WRC 2 Pro category. The first stage of the day had to be cancelled due to spectator masses 
no longer controllable by the marshals. But on stage 5, Rovanperä using two slick and two studded 
tyres in a so-called cross over configuration, was quickest amongst the field of R5 cars. “I got a 
good rhythm, the car feels okay and I am improving,” was his comment. The remaining two stages 
of the day were mostly dry, Kalle Rovanperä kept on improving all the time. "Today has been going 
quite well. We started carefully because of yesterday. I think everything has improved today – also 
the notes from our ice crew have been better," was his comment. In the last special stage of the 
day, he set another quickest time amongst the R5 cars.  
 
The Saturday leg started with another setback for Kalle Rovanperä and Jonne Halttunen. During 
the longest stage of the rally, the 29.82 kilometres between Agnieres en Devoluy and Corps, they 
collected a puncture, which they had to change on the stage. The next special before the service 
halt brought unpredictable road conditions with a mix of ice patches and dry passages. Kalle 
Rovanperä had a clean run and set the same time as category leader Gus Greensmith before 
heading to the midday service in Gap. “There was a lot more ice than expected, and I had no studs 
left on my tyres,” Rovanperä said. 
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The afternoon saw the repetition of the two morning stages. Kalle Rovanperä was in a stunning 
form, again being quickest amongst the R5 crews and even setting the eighth fastest time in the 
overall classification.  
 
On the final day of the rally, Kalle Rovanperä and Jonne Halttunen again delivered a faultless 
performance and brought their ŠKODA FABIA R5 to the finish at the harbour of Monte-Carlo. 
ŠKODA Motorsport boss Michal Hrabánek commented: “Kalle and Jonne proved a great moral. The 
championship points they collected could make the difference for them at the end of the season!” 
 
Final results Monte-Carlo (WRC 2/*WRC 2 Pro) 

 
1. Greensmith/Edmondson (GBR/GBR), Ford Fiesta R5, 3:34:20.5 hours* 
2. Bonnato/Boulloud (FRA/FRA), Citroën C3 R5, +51.9 sec. 
3. Fourmaux/Jamoul (FRA/FRA), Ford Fiesta R5, +2:58.8 min. 
8.    Rovanperä/Halttunen (FIN/FIN), ŠKODA FABIA R5, +13:27.8 min.* 

 
Current championship standings WRC 2 Pro (after one of 14 rounds) 

 
1. Gus Greensmith (GBR), Ford, 25 points 
2. Kalle Rovanperä (FIN), ŠKODA, 18 points 

 
*WRC 2 Pro, which was introduced at Rally Monte Carlo, is a new category within WRC 2 exclusively for factory 
crews. Factory teams from ŠKODA, Ford and Citroën are registered for the WRC2 Pro championship, two 
crews made it to the finish in Monte Carlo.  
 
Number of the day: 66   
In their race to catch up after an accident during the first special stage of Rally Monte Carlo, 
ŠKODA factory crew Kalle Rovanperä/Jonne Halttunen moved up from 84th to 18th position in the 
overall standings, improving 66 positions in the general classification.  
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The calendar of the 2019 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2 Pro) 
 
Event    Date     
Monte-Carlo   24/01/–27/01/2019 
Sweden    14/02/–17/02/2019 
Mexico    07/03/–10/03/2019 
France    28/03/–31/03/2019 
Argentina   25/04/–28/04/2019 
Chile    09/05/–12/05/2019 
Portugal    30/05/–02/06/2019 
Italy    13/06/–16/06/2019 
Finland    01/08/–04/08/2019 
Germany   22/08/–25/08/2019 
Turkey    12/09/–15/09/2019 
Great Britain   03/10/–06/10/2019 
Spain    24/10/–27/10/2019 
Australia    14/11/–17/11/2019 
 
Further information: 
Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport 
P +420 605 293 168 
zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz 
http://skoda-motorsport.com 
 
ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 

Facebook 

 

YouTube 

 

Twitter 

 
Media images: 
 

 

ŠKODA at Rally Monte-Carlo 
ŠKODA Motorsport works crew Kalle Rovanperä/Jonne 
Halttunen (ŠKODA FABIA R5) scored valuable points for 
the new WRC 2 Pro championship  
 
Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
 

 

ŠKODA at Rally Monte-Carlo 
In a race to catch up after an accident, Kalle Rovanperä 
and co-driver Jonne Halttunen (ŠKODA FABIA R5) 
moved up 66 positions in the overall classification  
 
Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
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ŠKODA Motorsport Overview 
ŠKODA has been successful on the motorsport scene since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, ŠKODA has 
celebrated victories and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights include winning the title in the FIA World 
Rally Championship (WRC 2) for the first time in 2016, numerous title wins in the FIA European Rally Championship 
(ERC), the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), as well as the 
victory in the European Touring Car Championship in 1981. ŠKODA teams have also triumphed in the world’s oldest 
and most famous rally, taking several class victories in the legendary Monte Carlo, which was first held in 1911. 
 
The ŠKODA FABIA R5, a high-tech 4x4, was homologated by the International Automobile Federation FIA on 1 April 
2015. ŠKODA’s new FABIA R5 is successfully continuing the long tradition of ŠKODA Motorsport. Its predecessor, the 
FABIA SUPER 2000, won 50 national and international titles around the world. In the FIA World Rally Championship 
(WRC 2) 2016, Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN) won the title for the Czech car maker. In total, ten of the 2016 
season’s races in the World Rally Championship were won by a ŠKODA FABIA R5. ŠKODA drivers Gustavo Saba 
(PRY) and Gaurav Gill (IND) also won the continental championships in South America and the Asia-Pacific region at 
the wheel of the successful ŠKODA FABIA R5. Nasser Al-Attiyah (QAT) was unbeatable in the Middle East Rally 
Championship (MERC), while a further ten national titles also went the way of ŠKODA drivers.  
 
2017 was the most successful year in the history of ŠKODA Motorsport. Works duo Pontus Tidemand/Jonas 
Andersson (S/S) became WRC 2 Champions, ŠKODA Motorsport won the Team Championship. Jan Kopecký/Pavel 
Dresler (CZ/CZ) won the Czech Rally Championship (MČR) for the third time in a row and are the spearhead of in total 
14 crews winning their country’s national titles. Furthermore the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC), the FIA 
South American Rally Championship (CODASUR) and the FIA African Rally Championship (ARC) have been won by 
teams competing in a ŠKODA FABIA R5. In 2018 Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) managed to win the Czech Rally 
Championship (MČR) for the fourth consecutive time. 
 
Jan Kopecký and Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) crowned fantastic season 2018 with WRC 2 title. Pontus Tidemand/Jonas 
Andersson (S/S) finished second overall, and youngsters Kalle Rovanperä/Jonne Halttunen (FIN/FIN) completed a pure 
ŠKODA podium in the final standings of the 2018 FIA World Rally Championship’s WRC 2 category. For the fourth time 
in a row ŠKODA Motorsport won the WRC 2 Championship for Teams. 
 
ŠKODA AUTO 
› was founded during the pioneering days of the automobile in 1895, making it one of the longest-established 

automobile companies in the world. 
› currently offers its customers nine passenger-car series: the CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA, KAROQ, 

KODIAQ, as well as the KAMIQ and the SUPERB. 
› delivered more than 1.25 million vehicles to customers around the world in 2018. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle 

manufacturers in the world. In association with the Group, ŠKODA AUTO independently develops and manufactures 
vehicles, as well as components such as engines and transmissions.   

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia, Algeria and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan with local partners. 

› employs over 35,000 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
› is pressing ahead with the transformation from a traditional car manufacturer to the ‘Simply Clever company for the 

best mobility solutions’ as part of the ŠKODA 2025 Strategy. 
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