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Lesser-known models from ŠKODA AUTO’s 125-year 
history:  ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ 
 

› New series: Review of special models from the company’s history  

› Only a single copy of the prototype of the rear-engine ŠKODA type 990 "Hajaja" estate car 

from 1963 was built 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 21 April 2020 – The legendary ŠKODA 1000 MB with a rear-mounted engine 

and rear-wheel drive was one of the world’s most modern vehicles in the one-litre class in 

the mid-1960s. The basic version of the model, also known in the Czech Republic as 

‘Embéčko’, was a four-door notchback – although there were also plans for a coupé, a 

roadster and an estate. The only estate ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ (1963) ever produced can 

be seen today as a permanent exhibit at the ŠKODA Museum in Mladá Boleslav.  

 

Estates have traditionally played an important role in ŠKODA’s model range. The L&K 110 model, 

which was offered with an exchangeable or combinable rear module in the mid-1920s, is 

considered a pioneer. On weekdays, the vehicle would be used as a delivery van by tradesmen, on 

Sundays, it became a family car for excursions. From 1934 onwards, the light commercial vehicle 

variants of the POPULAR model series with 300 kg payload were so popular that well-known 

companies such as Baťa and Julius Meinl began using them as fleet vehicles. At the end of the 

1940s, the estate car or ‘station wagon’ (STW) was developed, alongside van bodies, based on the 

ŠKODA 1101/1102 ‘Tudor’. In addition to a significantly larger windscreen and more extensive 

equipment, it was distinguished by its interior versatility. A loading area up to 1490 mm long and 

980 to 1390 mm wide was created by folding down the rear seat. The production version, which 

rolled off the assembly lines in Vrchlabí and Kvasiny, was preceded by numerous prototypes. The 

spacious ŠKODA 1200 STW estate was built in Vrchlabí from the spring of 1953; a modernised 

version – the 1201 STW – was produced until October 1961. This was followed by the ŠKODA 

1202 STW that was part of the ŠKODA model range for the following 12 years. 

 

But ŠKODA’s most popular estate model was the OCTAVIA COMBI. The first prototype was 

created in September 1959, and a year later the vehicle attracted considerable interest at its 

premiere in Brno. From 1961 to 1971, 54,086 units left the plant in Kvasiny. The car was also in 

demand abroad. In 1966, a remarkable 72 % of all estates manufactured were exported. From 

1997, the first modern generation of OCTAVIA COMBI models continued to build on this success.  

 

In spring 1959, preparations began in Mladá Boleslav for the ŠKODA 1000 MB model, one of the 

greatest technological innovations in the history of the company, which at the time was almost 65 

years old. The construction with a chassis frame was to be replaced by an innovative self-

supporting body. In addition, the company turned away from the classic concept of a front-engine 

and rear-wheel drive and shifted the entire drivetrain to the rear – a very modern concept worldwide 

at the beginning of the 1960s. At the same time, the Mladá Boleslav plant built new, state-of-the-art 

production facilities of the highest international standard. In April 1964, the first notchback model of 

the 1000 MB rolled off the production line there. With the help of the plants in Kvasiny and Vrchlabí, 

ŠKODA’s total production almost quadrupled in just ten years between 1963 and 1973 – from 

42,550 to 162,208 units per year. 

 

https://twitter.com/skodaautonews
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Project 990 NOV (nový osobní vůz – new passenger car) led the way to the production model 

ŠKODA 1000 MB. Its development began in 1959 in Mladá Boleslav, and by October 1961, a series 

of fifty prototypes had been produced. Besides several variants of the closed four-door notchback 

bodywork, work was also carried out on alternative four-door versions without an upper B-pillar, 

similar to the later production vehicle ŠKODA 1000/1100 MBX. An open ŠKODA Type 990/991 

Roadster with 2+2 seats and rear engine was also created as a prototype. In February 1963, the 

conversion of the 34th prototype from the NOV series comprising 50 vehicles was completed. A 

notchback vehicle with more than 31,000 kilometres on the clock was converted into an estate. The 

designers were faced with the problem of having to place the engine in the rear under the boot 

floor. The in-line four-cylinder was positioned horizontally with the cylinder head to the left. This 

engine mounting position was given the nickname ‘Hajaja’, which was the name of a radio series of 

bedtime stories at that time. To the right of the engine was a water cooler because unlike similar 

models designed by foreign competitors, ŠKODA did not rely on air cooling.  

 

The cargo area was accessible through an upward opening tailgate fixed in the upper position with 

a metal strut. Objects with a length of up to 1600 mm could be transported in the 4150 mm long, 

1620 mm wide and 1400 mm high estate model. The wheelbase of 2400 mm corresponded to that 

of the standard notchback. The position of the engine behind the driven rear axle made space for a 

second luggage compartment in the front of the vehicle, which at the same time served as a 

crumple zone. After deducting four persons each weighing 75 kg from the 380 kg payload, 80 kg 

remained for luggage. The unladen weight of 811.5 kg was 61 % on the rear axle, but this figure fell 

to 59.5 % when fully loaded.  

 

During its three-week test programme, in which the prototype completed around 7000 km in May 

and June 1963, consumption of 7.6 l per 100 km was measured at an average speed of 74 km/h. 

The four-cylinder engine with a 988cc displacement and an output of 42 hp (31 kW) at 4650 rpm 

accelerated the ‘Hajaja’ to a top speed of 115 km/h. The vehicle’s advantages included its spacious 

interior and generous amount of room in the two luggage compartments. Its disadvantages were 

the complicated engine installation under the luggage compartment floor, which made maintenance 

considerably more difficult. There were also problems with cooling the four-cylinder engine due to 

the limited space available. This was one of the reasons for the decision not to include this estate 

car in the model range. ŠKODA instead focused on launching the series production of the hugely 

successful notchback 1000/1100 MB. Between 1964 and 1969 440,639 units of this model were 

delivered to customers. The only derivative of the series-produced notchback model was the 

attractive two-door 1000/1100 MBX without upper B-pillars (1966 - 1969: 2517 units delivered). Due 

to customer demand for a practical estate model, the OCTAVIA COMBI was produced until 1971.  

 

The only prototype of the ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ ever produced is now an exhibit at the ŠKODA 

Museum in Mladá Boleslav. 
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125 years of ŠKODA AUTO: the story’s behind the brand’s lesser-known models 

This series comprises a total of seven press releases. The following have already been published: 

1. Laurin & Klement LW three-wheelers (1905 – 1911)  

2. Laurin & Klement Type E ‘Černá Hora-Montenegro’ (1908 – 1909) 

3. ŠKODA SAGITTA (1936 – 1938) 

4. ŠKODA Type 998 ‘Agromobil’ (1962) 

5. ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ (1963) 

 

The following articles are being prepared: 

6. ŠKODA BUGGY Type 736 (1974 – 1976) 

7. ŠKODA FELICIA Fun (1996 – 2000)  

        

 

For more information: 

Vítězslav Kodym  

Communications Classic  

T +420 326 811 784  

vitezslav.kodym@skoda-auto.cz  
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Lesser-known models from ŠKODA AUTO’s 125-year  

history: ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ 

The unique ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ estate car can be 

seen today at the ŠKODA Museum. It was created in 

spring 1963 by rebuilding a used notchback model from 

the series of 50 NOV prototypes (nový osobní vůz/new 

passenger car), the forerunners of the notchback model 

1000/1100 MB.  

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

Lesser-known models from ŠKODA AUTO’s 125-year  

history: ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ 

The in-line four-cylinder engine with a capacity of 988cc 

and an output of 42 hp (31 kW) was installed 

horizontally behind the driven rear axle, hence the 

nickname ‘Hajaja’. The radiator of the 9.2-litre cooling 

system was also located under the boot floor to the 

right.  

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

https://twitter.com/skodaautonews
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/press-releases/lesser-known-models-from-skoda-autos-125-year-history-the-lw-three-wheeler-from-laurin-klement/
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/press-releases/lesser-known-models-from-skoda-autos-125-year-history-the-cerna-hora-montenegro-buses-and-vans/
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/press-releases/lesser-known-models-from-skoda-autos-125-year-history-the-skoda-sagitta/
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/press-releases/lesser-known-models-from-skoda-autos-125-year-history-type-998-agromobil-from-1962/
mailto:vitezslav.kodym@skoda-auto.cz
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2020/04/TZ_Mene_zname_modely_5_dil_Hajaja_01.jpg
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2020/04/TZ_Mene_zname_modely_5_dil_Hajaja_02.jpg
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2020/04/TZ_Mene_zname_modely_5_dil_Hajaja_01.jpg
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2020/04/TZ_Mene_zname_modely_5_dil_Hajaja_02.jpg


PRESS RELEASE 
Page 4 of 4 

  
 
 
   
 

 

 

Lesser-known models from ŠKODA AUTO’s 125-year  

history: ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ 

Starting at the end of May 1963, three-week tests were 

carried out, but ultimately the team opted for the coupé 

1000/1100 MBX without upper B-pillars. Production of 

the OCTAVIA COMBI continued until 1971. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

Lesser-known models from ŠKODA AUTO’s 125-year  

history: ŠKODA Type 990 ‘Hajaja’ 

In contrast to the three-door OCTAVIA COMBI, the 

‘Hajaja’ offered more convenient access to the rear. The 

height of the boot floor above the engine was 550 - 650 

mm. An additional cargo hold was located under the 

front hood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

  
ŠKODA AUTO 
› is this year celebrating 125 years since the company was founded during the pioneering era of the automobile in 

1895, making it one of the longest-established car manufacturers in the world. 
› currently offers its customers nine passenger-car series: the CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and 

SUPERB as well as the KAMIQ, KAROQ and KODIAQ. 
› delivered 1.24 million vehicles to customers around the world in 2019. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle 

manufacturers in the world. In association with the Group, ŠKODA AUTO independently develops and manufactures 
vehicles, as well as components such as engines and transmissions.   

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly through 
Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan with local partners. 

› employs approximately 42,000 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
› is pressing ahead with the transformation from a traditional car manufacturer to the ‘Simply Clever company for the 

best mobility solutions’ as part of the ŠKODA 2025 Strategy. 

https://twitter.com/skodaautonews
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2020/04/TZ_Mene_zname_modely_5_dil_Hajaja_03b.jpg
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2020/04/TZ_Mene_zname_modely_5_dil_Hajaja_04.jpg
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2020/04/TZ_Mene_zname_modely_5_dil_Hajaja_03b.jpg
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2020/04/TZ_Mene_zname_modely_5_dil_Hajaja_04.jpg

