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ŠKODA AUTO to become a non-smoking company  
 

› ŠKODA AUTO is building a smoke-free working environment for employees 

› Relevant policies have been developed in cooperation with the KOVO Trade Union, the 

Company´s social partner  

 

Mladá Boleslav, 30 July 2021 - All ŠKODA AUTO sites, premises and land are soon to be 

smoke-free. The brand supports employees wishing to stop smoking and thus underscores its 

role as a responsible employer and a health-conscious company. 

 

ŠKODA AUTO CEO Thomas Schäfer says: "Our top priority is to protect the health of our employees 

as much as we can. The existing anti-COVID-19 measures have provided an excellent basis on which 

we are now building, and the next logical step is to become a smoke-free company. This way we will 

motivate our employees to adopt more sustainable and, above all, healthier lifestyles and eliminate 

barriers between smokers and non-smokers while also underscoring our environmental efforts by 

reducing the total amount of waste.” 

 

ŠKODA AUTO made the decision to build a smoke-free working environment in close cooperation with 

its social partner, the KOVO Trade Union, and the Company is thus positioning itself as a responsible 

and health-conscious employer. The first measures for implementing this plan have already been 

taken. For example, smoking is no longer allowed at the brand´s Indian-based plants in Pune and 

Aurangabad. 

 

ŠKODA AUTO has long been supporting employees who decide to quit smoking by providing various 

services under its programme called “Lungs Matter”, including nicotine substitution therapies and 

expert counselling. ŠKODA AUTO covers the costs of such initiatives through health insurers, such as 

Škoda Employee Insurance (Zaměstnanecká pojišťovna Škoda). 

 

As one of the largest employers in the Czech Republic, the car manufacturer supports the general 

transition to a smoke-free society while giving the top priority to protecting the health of its employees. 

Smoking is already banned in many public places, such as restaurants, bus stops, as well as sports, 

cultural and entertainment centres, and ŠKODA AUTO's decision to adopt a smoking ban is therefore 

a logical step towards maximum protection of employees' health.  

 

 

Further information: 

   

Tomáš Kotera 

Head of Corporate Communications  

and Internal Communications   

T +420 326 811 773 

tomas.kotera@skoda-auto.cz 

 

Kamila Biddle 

Spokesperson Production, HR and Environment 

T +420 730 862 599 

kamila.biddle@skoda-auto.cz  
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Logo: 

 

 

ŠKODA AUTO brand logo 

Current brand logo of the car manufacturer ŠKODA 

AUTO since 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 
ŠKODA AUTO 

› is successfully steering through the new decade with the NEXT LEVEL – ŠKODA STRATEGY 2030.  
› aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level segments 

and additional e-models. 
› is emerging as the leading European brand in India, Russia and North Africa. 
› currently offers its customers ten passenger-car series: the FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB as well as 

the KAMIQ, KAROQ, KODIAQ, ENYAQ iV and KUSHAQ. 
› delivered over one million vehicles to customers around the world in 2020. 
› has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

vehicle manufacturers in the world.  
› independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and transmissions in 

association with the Group. 
› operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia and India primarily through 

Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine with a local partner. 
› employs more than 43,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets. 
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