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A legend celebrates its 25th anniversary: Four generations 
of the brand’s bestseller, the ŠKODA OCTAVIA  
 

› The first modern ŠKODA OCTAVIA rolled off the production line in the new factory hall in 

Mladá Boleslav on 3 September  

› The OCTAVIA offered generous space, cutting-edge technology, extensive safety features and an 

attractive price-performance ratio 

› Around 7 million OCTAVIAs have been delivered to customers in 25 years 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 2 September 2021 – ŠKODA AUTO embarked on a new era on 3 September 1996. In 

Mladá Boleslav, one of the most modern car plants in Europe went into operation, while series 

production of the ŠKODA OCTAVIA, the brand’s most important new model, began there at the same 

time. Since then, around 7 million units of the four contemporary OCTAVIA generations have been 

delivered. 
 

The ŠKODA OCTAVIA has played a pivotal role in ŠKODA AUTO’s successful development over recent years. 

Since series production began 25 years ago, around 7 million customers have opted for the bestseller from 

Mladá Boleslav. From day one, it has offered outstanding spaciousness, state-of-the-art technology, a high 

level of safety and excellent value for money. In addition, it has featured innovative technologies in every 

generation – in the current series, for example, the OCTAVIA iV’s plug-in hybrid drive. Thanks to these 

qualities, the OCTAVIA set out to become the heart of the brand a quarter of a century ago. 

 

In 1996, ŠKODA AUTO presented its first compact class model after being integrated into the 

Volkswagen Group. The traditional name OCTAVIA was used as the model designation. Between 1959 and 

1971, more than 280,000 units of this legendary model series rolled off the production line, including the 

OCTAVIA COMBI. The Latin word ‘octavia’ means ‘the eighth’. The newcomer was the brand’s eighth model 

after the Second World War and also the eighth ŠKODA model with all-around independent suspension since 

ŠKODA introduced the concept in 1933. The ‘‘original OCTAVIA’’ was also in great demand beyond the borders 

of what was then Czechoslovakia and contributed many successes in the 120-year history of 

ŠKODA motorsport, including the class victory hat-trick at the Monte Carlo Rally from 1961 to 1963, the 

ŠKODA OCTAVIA’s class victory in the 4,000-mile race from Montreal to Vancouver in Canada in 1962 and at 

the Shell 4000 Rally in 1963. 

 

The history of the modern OCTAVIA began in 1992, around a year after ŠKODA AUTO had joined the 

Volkswagen Group when the compact class model was gradually being developed. With the help of computer-

aided design (CAD) technology, a body with an unmistakable, timeless design was created on the new 

Group platform – the work of designer Dirk van Braeckel and his team. 

 

At the same time, preparations were underway to build a new production facility in Mladá Boleslav that would 

enable efficient modular production and the assembly of components and subassemblies delivered just-in-time. 

The body skeletons travelled along the assembly line on height-adjustable assembly plates, eliminating the 

need for hanging fixtures from conveyor systems. A new paint shop was added to the assembly line in the 

37,500-square-metre, expansively glazed hall. After the grand opening of the facility on 3 September 1996, the 

production capacity increased by 90,000 to 350,000 vehicles per year. 

 

https://twitter.com/skodaautonews
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/models/octavia/skoda-octavia-25-years-at-the-top/
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One of the hallmarks of the practical liftback was its high level of active and passive safety, including front and 

side airbags. The generous boot was easily accessible via the large tailgate and offered space for 528 to 1,328 

litres of luggage. 

 

In 1996, its opening sales year, customers could choose from two four-cylinder petrol engines  

(1.6 MPI/55 kW and 1.8 20 V/92 kW) and a turbo diesel – the economical 1.9 TDI had a standard consumption 

of 5.1 litres of diesel per 100 km and an output of 66 kW. The engine range was gradually expanded to include 

the top-of-the-range 1.8 20 V Turbo/110 kW. The OCTAVIA COMBI made its debut in March 1998, and a 

version with all-wheel drive was added in 1999. By November 2010, more than 973,000 liftbacks and over 

472,000 estates of the first OCTAVIA generation had been produced. 

 

This was followed by the even more successful second generation of the modern ŠKODA OCTAVIA, which 

went out to customers from 2004 to 2013. In addition to even greater utility, it also offered many technical 

innovations, such as petrol engines with direct injection and the automatic DSG dual-clutch gearbox. The third 

generation of the OCTAVIA rolled off the production line between 2012 and 2020, and on 11 November 2019, 

the Mladá Boleslav-based automaker unveiled the current, fourth generation of its bestseller. Today, 

ŠKODA AUTO offers the OCTAVIA with the widest range of engines in the history of the model series. The line-

up includes saloon and estate body versions with front-wheel drive or all-wheel drive. In addition to efficient 

petrol and diesel engines, the range also boasts a wide selection of alternative drive systems, including natural 

gas (CNG) as well as plug-in hybrid drive and mild hybrid. The amount of interior space has again increased 

compared to previous generations, and the new OCTAVIA is also safer and offers greater connectivity than 

ever. 

 

The ŠKODA OCTAVIA enjoys global demand as an established name in its segment. This is also confirmed by 

numerous awards from renowned trade magazines.  

 

For further information: 

Ondřej Láník 

Sponsorship and Classic Communications 

T +420 734 298 184    

ondrej.lanik@skoda-auto.cz 

 

Media video and images: 

 

 

Video: The 25th anniversary of ŠKODA OCTAVIA    
The ŠKODA OCTAVIA has played a pivotal role in ŠKODA 

AUTO’s successful development over recent years. Since 

series production began 25 years ago, around 7 million 

customers have opted for the bestseller from Mladá 

Boleslav.  

 

YouTube                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/skodaautonews
mailto:ondrej.lanik@skoda-auto.cz
https://youtu.be/wFD7F87iZKs
https://youtu.be/wFD7F87iZKs
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The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  
of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA    

The series production started on 3 September 1996. State-

of-the-art technologies ensured a high standard of safety, 

comfort and efficiency. 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  
of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA    

The modern production hall in Mladá Boleslav went into 

operation on Tuesday, 3 September 1996, at the same time 

as the series production of the ŠKODA OCTAVIA started.  

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  
of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA    

The then Czech President Václav Havel cut the ribbon on 

Tuesday, 3 September 1996, as the series production of the 

ŠKODA OCTAVIA started. 

 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

  

The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  
of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA  

The ŠKODA OCTAVIA COMBI made its debut in September 

1997 with a boot capacity of 548 to 1,512 litres. Compared to 

the liftback, it was 6 mm longer and 26 mm higher. Two 

years later, the range was expanded to include a 4× 

4 version. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  
of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA  

The second generation of the ŠKODA OCTAVIA was 

available between 2004 and 2013. In September 2006, 

ŠKODA presented the outdoor variant OCTAVIA SCOUT 

with all-wheel drive and ground clearance of 180 mm. 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

https://twitter.com/skodaautonews
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2021/09/210902-SKODA-OCTAVIA_25th-anniversary-1.jpg
https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2021/09/210902-SKODA-OCTAVIA_25th-anniversary-2.jpg
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The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  
of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA 

The third-generation ŠKODA OCTAVIA (2012 to 2020) 

consumed up to 17% less fuel than the previous generation 

thanks to new engines. After the 2016 facelift, the equipment 

line-up included full-LED headlights and modern assistance 

systems, among other features. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  
of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA  

ŠKODA offers the fourth generation of the OCTAVIA as a 

saloon and estate. The wide range of powertrains includes a 

plug-in hybrid and mild hybrid. The amount of interior space 

has again increased compared to previous generations, and 

the new OCTAVIA is also safer and offers greater 

connectivity than ever. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  

of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA    

The manufacturer currently offers the special edition 

OCTAVIA RS 120 Years of Motorsport as the range-topping 

2.0 TSI with an output of 180 kW. 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

The 25th anniversary of a legend: Four generations  
of the best-selling ŠKODA OCTAVIA 

25 years ago, ŠKODA AUTO relaunched the traditional and 

iconic OCTAVIA model designation. Between 1959 and 

1971, more than 280,000 units of this legendary series left 

the production line, including the OCTAVIA COMBI version.  

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
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ŠKODA AUTO 

› is successfully steering through the new decade with the NEXT LEVEL – ŠKODA STRATEGY 2030.  
› aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level segments and additional 

e-models. 
› is emerging as the leading European brand in India, Russia and North Africa. 
› currently offers its customers ten passenger-car series: the FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB as well as the KAMIQ, 

KAROQ, KODIAQ, ENYAQ iV and KUSHAQ. 
› delivered over one million vehicles to customers around the world in 2020. 
› has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle 

manufacturers in the world.  
› independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and transmissions in 

association with the Group. 
› operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia and India primarily through Group 

partnerships, as well as in Ukraine with a local partner. 
› employs more than 43,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets. 

 

https://twitter.com/skodaautonews

