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The flagship celebrates an anniversary: the first generation
of the modern SKODA SUPERB turns 20

» SKODA re-entered the large family car segment with the launch of the SUPERB on 11 September 2001

» First modern generation of the top model built on the success of its eponymous predecessors from
the 1930s and 1940s

» Debuted as notchback, followed by hatchback and estate versions in the second (from 2008) and
third generations (from 2015)

» SKODA SUPERB runs off the production line in Kvasiny, Czech Republic, and at several
manufacturing facilities abroad

> Around 1.5 million SUPERBs have been delivered to customers over the past 20 years

Mlada Boleslav, 9 September 2021 — The SKODA SUPERB, the top model of the Mlada Boleslav-based
car manufacturer, is celebrating its 20" anniversary: on 11 September 2001, the 4.80-metre notchback
saloon with its spacious interior, powerful yet economical engines and numerous safety and comfort
features made its debut at the International Motor Show (IAA) in Frankfurt am Main. SKODA offers the
current, third model generation as a hatchback or estate, optionally available also with all-wheel drive
and as the SUPERB iV with plug-in hybrid drive.

SKODA has a long tradition of producing mid-size and premium models. As early as 1907, twelve years after
the founding of Laurin & Klement in Mlada Boleslav, the fledgling company launched the Type FF, a vehicle
that offered true luxury. The eight-cylinder in-line engine was designed in-house, as were subsequent models
with engines that were as powerful as they were smooth-running. These were also equipped with the innovative
Knight slide control system among other features. Between 1925 and 1936, the SKODA Hispano-Suiza
limousine was used by the then President of the Republic, Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, along with numerous
other prominent figures at the time. In the early 1930s, the car manufacturer from Mlada Boleslav offered a
wide range of models with six-cylinder (SKODA 633, 645 and 650) or eight-cylinder engines (SKODA 860).

However, it was the new model with the designation SUPERB that would become the Czech manufacturer’s
flagship. This name first appeared in internal company documents on 22 October 1934. Series production
began in the spring of 1935, and by 1949 almost 900 units of the SKODA SUPERB had rolled off the
production line in five variants: in addition to the six-cylinder 640 SUPERB (1934-1936) and

SUPERB Type 902 (1936) models, the SUPERB Type 913 (1936-1939), the SUPERB 3000 OHV Type 924
(1938-1949) and the SUPERB 4000 Type 919 (1938-1940) with V8 engine were also produced. Many of these
models had customised bodies that were built to the respective customers’ specifications.

The return and a debut to remember

In 2001, SKODA reintroduced the model designation and presented the first generation of the modern
SKODA SUPERB. With this launch, the Czech car manufacturer underlined its dynamic development after
joining the Volkswagen Group 10 years earlier. Following the premiere of the compact model OCTAVIA in
1996, this marked SKODA's return to the large family car segment. At the beginning of September 2001, even
before its official exhibition premiere, the SUPERB was transported to Lany Castle in Central Bohemia, where
the then Czech President and great car enthusiast Vaclav Havel took the new saloon for a thorough test drive.

On 11 September 2001, the SKODA SUPERB was officially unveiled at the IAA in Frankfurt am Main.
The 4,803 mm long, 1,765 mm wide and 1,469 mm tall model with front-wheel drive had a wheelbase of
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2,803 mm. The engine range for the notchback saloon included three petrol and two diesel drivetrains. The 2.0-
litre four-cylinder engine produced 85 kW (115 hp), the other petrol engines were a 1.8-litre four-cylinder turbo
with 110 kW (150 hp) and the top version was a 2.8-litre V6 with 142 kW (193 hp). With this engine, the
SUPERB reached a top speed of 237 km/h. The 1.8-litre four-cylinder turbo with 110 kW (150 hp) and the 2.8-
litre V6 also featured innovative five-valve technology. For customers seeking low running costs, the 1.9-litre
TDI with 96 kW (130 hp) was the model of choice, with a standard consumption of only 5.7 litres per 100 km.
Another alternative was a six-cylinder TDI with a displacement of 2.5 litres and an output of 114 kW (155 hp).

A six-speed direct-shift gearbox was fitted as standard, and the five-speed Tiptronic automatic transmission
was also available in combination with the two V6 engines.

In addition to its cutting-edge design, the SKODA SUPERB also boasted numerous innovative safety features:
The braking system came with ABS and EDS ex-works, and anti-slip control ASR was also part of the package.
The high-performance six-cylinder versions also benefited from the electronic stabilisation system ESP,
including brake assistant, which was not widely used at the time. Two front airbags and two side airbags in the
front seats, one each for driver and front passenger, rounded off the extensive safety equipment.

Additional head airbags to protect the front and rear passengers were available as an option.

Other equipment details that testified to the consistent technical development of SKODA models at the time
included bi-xenon headlights with integrated headlight washers, electrically adjustable and heated front seats,
Climatronic automatic air conditioning and a colour-screen navigation system.

Series production of the new SKODA SUPERB was launched at the Kvasiny plant on 1 October 2001 after the
site had been fully modernised at a cost of 200 million euros. By the end of the year, 581 vehicles had been
produced before the first units of the comfortable notchback saloon were delivered in spring 2002, with a
lifetime mobility guarantee included. The successful career of the first modern SUPERB generation ended

in 2008. More than 136,000 units were built at the production sites in the Czech Republic, as well as in China,
Ukraine and Kazakhstan.

Successor offers even more options

In March 2008, SKODA presented the next generation of the SUPERB at the Geneva Motor Show. One year
after the market launch of the notchback variant with its innovative Twindoor tailgate, another body variant
followed in 2009 with the SUPERB COMBI. By 2015, the Czech carmaker had produced 618,000 second-
generation SUPERBS, which received the ‘Luxury Car of the Year’ award from the British magazine Top Gear
in 2009.

The third generation of the SUPERB caused a sensation at its world premiere in Prague in 2015, and not only
with its design language; the even more generous space, wide range of modern assistance systems and highly
efficient engines were well received by trade journalists and customers alike. At the same time,

the third-generation SUPERB introduced several technical innovations to the Czech carmaker’s model range: in
addition to the Dynamic Chassis Control (DCC) adaptive chassis, parking assist and three-zone air conditioning
were also available for the first time. The spacious SUPERB COMBI was added to the range in the same year.
SKODA AUTO took the next step in autumn 2019, launching production of the SUPERB iV with plug-in hybrid
drive. The model’s system output is 160 kW (218 hp) with a range of up to 62 km (WLTP) in electric-only mode.
To date, SKODA AUTO has produced more than 700,000 units of the current SUPERB generation.

Over the last 20 years, SKODA AUTO has delivered around 1.5 million units of the SKODA SUPERB.
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The flagship celebrates an anniversary: the first
generation of the modern SKODA SUPERB turns 20

On Tuesday, 11 September 2001, the first generation of the
modern SKODA SUPERB made its debut at the

Frankfurt Motor Show. In terms of drivetrains, three petrol
and two diesel engines were available for the front-wheel-
drive notchback saloon. By 2008, more than 136,000 units
had been produced.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO

The flagship celebrates an anniversary: the first
generation of the modern SKODA SUPERB turns 20

The notchback saloon with a wheelbase of 2,803 mm offered
a high level of comfort and generous space in the rear. The
comprehensive range of equipment included automatic
transmission, colour-screen navigation system and bi-xenon
headlights.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO

The flagship celebrates an anniversary: the first
generation of the modern SKODA SUPERB turns 20
More than 618,000 units of the second-generation

SKODA SUPERB were produced between 2008 and 2015.
One year after the introduction of the hatchback variant with
innovative Twindoor tailgate, the range was expanded to
include the SUPERB COMBI.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO
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The flagship celebrates an anniversary: the first
generation of the modern SKODA SUPERB turns 20
Since 2015, SKODA has been producing the third
generation of the SUPERB, which the Czech car
manufacturer also offers as the SUPERB COMBI.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO

The flagship celebrates an anniversary: the first
generation of the modern SKODA SUPERB turns 20

The SKODA SUPERB iV with plug-in hybrid drivetrain has
also been rolling off the production line at the Kvasiny plant
since autumn 2019. The system output is 160 kW (218 hp);
the range is up to 62 km (WLTP) in electric-only mode.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO

The flagship celebrates an anniversary: the first
generation of the modern SKODA SUPERB turns 20

The first generation of the SKODA SUPERB celebrated its
world premiere on 11 September 2001. The model
designation continued the tradition of the SUPERB models
from the 1930s and 1940s. The name ‘SUPERB’ first
appeared in the company’s internal documents on

22 October 1934.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO

is successfully steering through the new decade with the NEXT LEVEL — SKODA STRATEGY 2030.
aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level segments and additional

e-models.

is emerging as the leading European brand in India, Russia and North Africa.
currently offers its customers ten passenger-car series: the FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB as well as the KAMIQ,

KAROQ, KODIAQ, ENYAQ iV and KUSHAQ.

delivered over one million vehicles to customers around the world in 2020.

has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle
manufacturers in the world.

independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and transmissions in
association with the Group.

operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia and India primarily through Group

partnerships, as well as in Ukraine with a local partner.
employs more than 43,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets.
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