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Škoda Sport (1949) 

Designed for racing, the Škoda Sport was produced in 1949, with only two units ever made. 

Featuring a four-cylinder engine with a displacement of 1089 cc, it generated 

60 horsepower, paired with a four-speed gearbox, allowing it to reach speeds of up to 

160 km/h. One car was modified for the 1950 Le Mans race, the Škoda Sport participated 

in the 24-hour race at Le Mans. 

 

Škoda Sport at Le Mans in 1950 

During the 1950 Le Mans race, the Škoda team held its own in second place in its class 

and fifth place overall as dawn approached. Despite the competition from French race car 

specialist Gordini, which entered six cars, the Škoda Sport was performing impressively. 

The car, built with simplicity and ingenuity, was quite similar to production models. 

It featured a shortened central-tube chassis frame and axles, with modified brakes 

and gearbox for high-speed racing. The aluminium bodywork reduced the vehicle's weight 

to 590 kg, while the the tweaked engine with a Solex carburettor in combination with 

a special methyl alcohol fuel mixture provided a power output of 50 hp for a top speed 

of 140 km/h. 

 

Unexpected setback and missed opportunities at Le Mans 

Everything was going well until the break of dawn when a minor technical issue—a broken 

piston pin circlip, caused the engine to break down. This vital part, costing only pennies, led 

to the team's retirement after 13 hours. The Škoda Sport's fuel efficiency allowed longer 

driving shifts, but the mechanical failure ended their race prematurely. In 1950, two more 

Škoda Supersport "cigar bodywork" racing cars were built. The original car, which took part 

in the 1950 24 Hours of Le Mans race, is currently part of a private collection, has undergone 

a very sensitive renovation, and regularly participates in Le Mans Classic races. 
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Contact 

 

Vítězslav Kodym 

Head of Product Communications 

+420 604 292 131 

vitezslav.kodym@skoda-auto.cz  

 

Anežka Boudná  

Product Communications  
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Explore the ‘What’s up, Škoda?’ channel: go.skoda.eu/whatsapp 

 

 

130 years of automotive heritage! Explore all the content related to 

our anniversary: go.skoda.eu/storyboard-130-years 

  

 

The latest news and updates from the world of Škoda. You can find this 

and much more on our Threads channel: https://go.skoda.eu/threads-EN 

  

  
Škoda Auto 

 is successfully steering through the new decade with the Next Level Škoda Strategy; 
 aims to become one of the top three best-selling brands in Europe by the end of the decade by offering its customers the best of 

both worlds through a range of attractive BEV, hybrid & ICE products;  
 effectively exploits the potential in important growth markets such as India, Vietnam and the ASEAN region; 
 currently offers customers 12 passenger car model ranges: Fabia, Scala, Octavia, Superb, Kamiq, Karoq, Kodiaq, Elroq, Enyaq, 

Slavia, Kylaq and Kushaq; 
 delivered more than 926,000 vehicles to customers worldwide in 2024; 
 has been part of the Volkswagen Group, one of the world's most successful car manufacturers, for more than 30 years;  
 is part of Brand Group CORE, an organisational merger of the Volkswagen Group's volume brands, with the aim of achieving joint 

growth and significantly increasing the overall efficiency of all five volume brands; 
 independently develops and produces components such as MEB battery systems, engines and transmissions for other Volkswagen 

Group brands; 
 operates three production plants in the Czech Republic; has production capacities in China, Slovakia and India, mostly through 

group partnerships, as well as in Vietnam and Ukraine in cooperation with a local partner; 
 employs around 40,000 people worldwide and is active in almost 100 markets. 
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